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400 sq ft plus 2 car garage  
in remodeled 4500sq ft single family house  
Hollywood Hills,  Los Angeles 

Met home garage : showhome installation 
2007 
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b uilding 

Huntington Hartford Museum 
Built circa 1964 
Architect: Edward Durrell Stone 
57,000sq ft plus, vacant since early 90’s 
2 Columbus Circle 
New York City 

makeover: invited competition 2002 
american craft museum..no… make that 
museum of arts and design 
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American Craft Museum 









neighbor  hood 

Post office (1890’s): 23,000sq ft.  
    Occupied by the Museum since 1983  
Planetarium (1939): 47,000 sq ft 
    Abandoned since 1990 
North Side, Pittsburgh 

Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh: Expand the 
Museum and initiate neighborhood improvement. 
invited competition, completed 2004 
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1 Classrooms 
2 Workshop/storage 
3 Orientation 
4 Theater 
5 Exhibit 
6 Entry/verandah 
7 Lounge/cafeteria 
 

 



















Thorne Griffith, 9 1/2 
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Lake Elsinore 
Riverside County, California 
Population 49,807 
Incorporated 1888 
Land:33 sq mi, Water :5 sq mi  
 

Lake Elsinore Civic Center 
A 100,000+ sq ft program to propel economic 
development through enhanced identity, 
provision of new business opportunities, new 
community resources and community open space. 
 
Competition 2007 
 







100,000 sq foot civic center  
city hall................51,000sq ft  
post office/govt offices 14,500sq ft  
Public library.......... 25,000sq ft  
Business incubator...... 10,000sq ft  
Open program by entrant.. ? 
Parking...................161 spaces  
Open space 
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c      i  t  y 

Rome, Italy 
Established in 753BC 
Population: 2,705,603 
Area: 496.1 sq miles 

off center and online  
Uneternal Rome exhibit - Venice Biennale 2008 
1 of 12 visions for the suburbs around Rome 
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3 days driving around rome 

















reshape 

reinvest 

revalue 



Reshape  
an exit is not a destination 





Reinvest 
its almost there in remnants and scraps 





Revalue 
its so beautiful 







The function of the imagination 
is not to make strange things 
settled but to make settled 
things strange. 
 
g.k. chesterton 























What does Bill worry about? 

Me++: The Cyborg Self and the Networked City 
Computer viruses, cascading power outages, terrorist infiltration of 
transportation networks, and cellphone conversations in the streets are 
symptoms of a dramatic new urban condition—that of ubiquitous, 
inescapable network interconnectivity. He argues that a world governed 
less and less by boundaries and more and more by connections 
requires us to reimagine and reconstruct our environment and to 
reconsider the ethical foundations of design, engineering, and planning 
practice.  
 
City of Bits: Space, Place, and the Infobahn 
Digital technology is turning traditional architectural theory and planning 
upside down, contends Mitchell, who teaches architecture and media 
arts at MIT. Mitchell argues that online communities, transcending 
geographic boundaries and social contexts, offer new ways of thinking 
about urban design, private and public space, the separation of work and 
home life and personal identity.  



In the 1990s, MIT began a billion-dollar building program that transformed its 
outdated, run-down campus into an architectural showplace. Funded by the high-
tech boom of the 1990s and and driven by a pent-up demand for new space, MIT's 
ambitious rebuilding produced five major works of architecture: Kevin Roche's 
Zesiger Sports and Fitness Center, Steven Holl's Simmons Hall, Frank Gehry's Stata 
Center, Charles Correa's Brain and Cognitive Science Complex, and Fumihiko 
Maki's still-unrealized project for the Media Laboratory. InImagining MIT, William 
Mitchell (who served as architectural adviser to MIT president Charles Vest) offers a 
critical, behind-the-scenes view of MIT's new buildings and the complex processes 
that produced them. The story is not simply one of commissions, projects, CAD, 
and hardhats; it is about all the forces that come into play—including money, 
politics, institutional dynamics, and ideology—when a major university campus is 
imagined, designed, and built. Lavishly illustrated with architectural photographs, 
drawings, plans, and models, with color images throughout, Imagining MIT shows 
both the opportunities and the obstacles facing architectural production and city 
building at the dawn of a new millennium. 
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